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We proudly present this snapshot of Movement Research’s programming, infrastructure, and recent progress as 

of the close of the organization’s 30th Anniversary Season (June 30, 2009). 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Movement Research (MR) encourages and facilitates experimentation in and development of movement-
based performance work.  Founded in 1978, MR is one of the world's leading laboratories for the 
investigation of dance and movement-based forms. Valuing the individual artists, their creative processes 
and vital roles within society, MR is dedicated to the creation and implementation of free and low-cost 
programs that nurture and instigate discourse and experimentation.  MR strives to reflect the cultural, 
political and economic diversity of its community, including artists and audiences alike. 
 

PROGRAM 
 
Movement Research accomplishes its mission through a range of programs that serve an average of 
13,000 artists, students and audience members annually. Ongoing classes and workshops are taught by 
artist educators and innovators; creative residencies are offered for choreographers and movement-based 
artists; an annual festival brings together leaders in the field; and publications and public events provide 
artists with forums for discourse on a broad range of issues. 
 
Movement Research’s programs are served by an infrastructure that is ready to adapt and respond to 
artists’ needs; a  dynamic, interactive home base for experimentation and the development of new work; a 
creative community hub for critical dialogue; and a launch point for artist-driven initiatives. We invite artist 
participation throughout the organization, helping to build leadership in dance and culture, and ensuring 
that Movement Research maintains an ongoing connection with the perspectives of artists.  
 

 
      Barbara Mahler by Anja Hitzenberger 
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                            Athena Kokoronis by Ian W. Douglas 

IN FISCAL YEAR 2009 AT MOVEMENT RESEARCH: 
 

�  Over 500 artists  presented new performance, works-in-progress and forums for discussion to diverse 
public audiences, made up of over 8,600 individuals . 

 

�  Applications to Movement Research at the Judson Church series have more than doubled  over the 
past 4 years, demonstrating artists’ growing need for opportunities to show works-in-progress to a 
large, supportive audience. 

 

�  The audience for Movement Research at the Judson Church continues to grow, with average 
attendance up 38%  since FY06. 

 

�  A total of 16 artists-in-residence were supported with a total of $20,000 in commission fees  to first 
year artists and $4,000 in research stipends  to second year artists, in addition to multiple, interrelated 
professional and artistic opportunities. 

 

�  Open Performance expanded to three times per month , providing 151 artists with a non-curated 
opportunity to show work-in-progress and gather feedback from audience discussion, led by 
experienced artist moderators who experiment with different creative discussion methods. 

 

�  Online publication Critical Correspondence continued to expand its readership, develop forums for 
readers to contribute comments, and provide a flexible platform for the articulation of artists’ ideas. 

 
�  The twice-yearly Performance Journal increased its annual distribution, expanded its national and 

international readership , and continued to work within a successful magazine format. 
 

�  The MRX program supported artistic  exchange residencies  involving 16 New York-based artists, 5 
national artists and 15 international artists, who had opportunities for peer dialogue, dedicated 
rehearsal space, teaching, and informal work-in-progress showings. 

 

�  Dance Makers in the Schools, Movement Research’s arts-in-education program, placed 3 teaching 
artists in 3 partner schools, serving 195 students  directly, plus an additional 475 students and 
audience members. 

 

�  The Fall and Spring MR Festivals involved 7 artist curators, 6 teachers, and over 200 participating 
artists, creating 25 days of activity in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Quee ns for over 2,400 audience 
members. 
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                                             Kathy Westwater by Ian W. Douglas 

“Presentation as Process” Opportunities 
 
�  Movement Research at the Judson Church  is a free, high visibility, low-tech forum held at the 

historic Judson Church on Monday nights for testing out new ideas and works-in-progress. Curated 
by a rotating artist selection committee, the series annually features the work of 80-100 progressive 
movement artists at all stages of their careers and attracts often packed houses comprised of the 
experimental dance community and intergenerational public.  

 
 

�  The Artist-in-Residence (A.I.R.) Program  provides commissioning funds, free and subsidized 
rehearsal space, exchange opportunities, and other formats for investigative discourse to eight 
emerging and intergenerational artists per year to support their creative process in a rigorous 
environment. After one year, a second year of residency, including research stipend and 
performance/dialogue opportunities, is provided to support the artists’ creation process and overall 
career development. 

 

I felt validated in my creative pursuits – finally finding myself in a community of 
creative researchers who were as passionate about testing the boundaries of 
performance practice as I am! —Karl Cronin, 2008 Artist-in-Residence  
 

Like any creative endeavor with no predetermined outcome, making a dance is scary. 
Showing my work at Judson Church, as it is being developed, has been a crucial step 
in gauging the direction in which the piece needs to go. It is a safe laboratory for 
germinating ideas into action, shedding away the preciousness sometimes inherent in 
the creative process. —Gerald Casel, 2007 Artist-in-Residence 
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Paul Langland and Mary Overlie by Daniel Clifton 

 
 

�  Open Performance  is a program of non-curated, shared showings of experimentation and work-in-
progress, for artists at all stages of their development. The series focuses on audience discussion 
moderated by an Artist-in-Residence or guest artist, who experiments with different feedback 
methods to support and inform the performing artists' processes. 

 
�  MRX/Movement Research Exchange  is a vehicle to spur interaction and exchange among 

independent choreographers based in NYC and their peers across the U.S. and abroad. National 
partners include University of California Irvine (Irvine, CA) and Ohio State University (Columbus, 
OH). Recent and ongoing international partners Archauz Koreografisk Center (Arhus, Denmark); 
Austrian Cultural Forum and Tanzquartier (Vienna, Austria); Dance House Dublin and Dance Ireland 
(Dublin, Ireland); Danish Arts Council (Copenhagen, Denmark); P.A.R.T.S., Performing Arts 
Research and Training Studio (Brussels, Belgium); SEAD, Salzberg Experimental Academy of 
Dance (Salzberg, Austria); Tanec Praha (Prague, Czech Republic); and The Workshop Foundation 
(Budapest, Hungary).  

 
Movement Research is an 
experiential library of thought 
in action.  I was introduced 
to MR in 1981 when I needed 
to make a connection to the 
“me” in my dancing.   
 
The movement/theatre/voice 
classes and forums for 
discussion gave me the tools 
for contemporary questionings 
and the environment to grow 
as a student, to take risks as a 
performer and to develop my 
teaching skills that continue 
today.  
 
—K.J. Holmes, Movement 
Research Faculty 
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�  Movement Research Festivals  take place each fall and spring, totaling three to four weeks of 

activity a year, exploring contemporary dance forms through performances, classes, workshops, 
contact jams, multimedia installations and forums. The re-envisioned Festivals better serve the 
experimental dance community by involving both staff and artist curators, creating connections with 
diverse communities of dancers, and sharing resources with peer organizations as collaborators. 
The Festivals bring together artists and audience members throughout the boroughs, as well as 
national and international artists as guest artists and teachers.  

 
 

 
                                           Despina Stamos by Ian W. Douglas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publishing, Discourse and Arts Education Programs 
 

�  MR/Publishing  is a continuation and expansion of our signature, artist-driven publishing efforts 
consisting of: the Performance Journal , a print publication since 1990, which fosters the exploration 
and evolution of written and graphic languages that contemplate current issues of dance and 
performance; and Critical Correspondence , an interactive online platform to activate and develop 
critical discourse about dance and movement-based work. 

 
�  Studies Project  is an artist-curated series of panel discussions, performances and/or other formats 

(10-12 per year) that focus on provocative and timely issues of aesthetics and philosophy in the 
intersection of dance and social politics.  

 

I am continually impressed with the quality of the intellectual and creative dialogue [in 
the Performance Journal]… capturing some of the exciting new developments across 
the field of dance today as well as honoring the rich past of the organization. 
 —Jennifer Monson, Movement Research Faculty 
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�  Classes and Workshops  series offers low-cost, ongoing adult education taught by established, 
progressive dance artists, frequently those seminal in the discipline, attracting local, national, and 
international students. MELT Intensives  are a series of daily workshops in technique, somatics, 
contact improvisation, composition and other areas offered each summer and winter, for a total of 
nine weeks. Taught by Movement Research’s internationally recognized faculty as well as acclaimed 
guest artists, these workshops provide an introduction to the range of practices and to the artists 
who work within Movement Research’s programs. 

 
 

�  Dance Makers in the Schools  is a collaboration with public school communities in NYC that creates 
unique artist residencies by matching working dance artists with K-12 students for weekly in-school 
classes that explore the creative process through movement. Currently, Movement Research works 
with three partner schools in the Lower East Side and East Village neighborhoods of Manhattan. 

 
�  The Intern Program  enables 25-30 artists annually to learn valuable administrative skills, assisting 

MR staff, and attend workshops and classes for free. 
 

                                          Spring Festival 2008 by Ian W. Douglas 

Movement Research doesn't exist to purvey a point of view. 
It's not the kind of jealous institution where students come  

for the one true word. It exists to keep channels of information open; to keep 
questions and answers flowing; to make connections  
between basic facts of anatomy and aesthetic theory  

and technology. It is a laboratory...  
— Burt Supree, 1984 
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There was a 
delicious lack of 
prescription for 
what I was 
supposed to do 
[as an Artist-in-
Residence]. 
Movement 
Research 
recognizes that 
freedom to 
experiment is 
instrumental in an 
artist's 
development. 
 
—Arturo Vidich, 
2008 Artist-in-
Residence 
 

FY09 PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS  
 
First Year Artists-in-Residence:  Karl Cronin, Daria Faïn, Charlotte Gibbons, 
Jennifer Nugent, Sakura Shimada, Stacy Spence, Arturo Vidich, Pavel Zuštiak.  
 
Second Year Artists-in-Residence:  Alex Escalante, Beth Gill, Daniel 
Linehan, Yvonne Meier, Jimena Paz, Regina Rocke, Antonietta Vicario, 
Christopher Williams. 
 

 
                                 Biba Bell by Daniel Clifton 

 
If you prefer your dance liberated from the black-box theater, check out some of the events 
that form Movement Research’s Spring Festival, a wild and refreshing dance festival… 
Bottom Line: An engaging and highly recommended dance festival. Full of fun and devoid of 
the usual self-seriousness. —New York Press, April 22, 2009 
 
Movement Research Festivals 
Fall Festival 2008: Sidewinder  Curatorial Advisors Jennifer Monson & Zeena Parkins 
Spring Festival 2009: Roll Call  Curators Megan Byrne, Michael Mahalchick, Regina Rocke & Will Rawls 

 
Class and Workshop Faculty: Jen Abrams, Karl Leroy Anderson, David Beadle, Maggie Bennett, Sigal 
Bergman, Rachel Bernsen, Michelle Boulè, Ray Chung, Lindsey Dietz Marchant, Barbara Dilley, Irene 
Dowd, Katie Duck, Daria Faïn, Ori Flomin, Charlotte Gibbons, Levi Gonzales, Ziji Beth Goren, Neil 
Greenberg, Thomas Hauert, K.J. Holmes, Ishmael Houston-Jones, Iréne Hultman, Sam Kim, Robert Kocik, 
Luis Lara Malvacías, Nicholas Leichter, Daniel Lepkoff, Karl Leroy Anderson, Miranda Lyon, Barbara 
Mahler, Vera Mantero, Juliette Mapp, Alejandra Martorell, Yvonne Meier, Jennifer Monson, Charlie Mosey, 
Jeremy Nelson, Jennifer Nugent, Tere O'Connor, Tim O'Donnell, Margaret Paek, Jimena Paz, Stephen 
Petronio, Molly Rabinowitz, Jessica Ray, Susan Rethorst, Ray Roy III, Shelley Senter, Vicky Shick, Shakti 
Smith, Mårten Spångberg, Stacy Spence, RoseAnne Spradlin, Donna Uchizono, Matt Voorter, Gwen 
Welliver, Reggie Wilson. 

I have been hugely affected by the community of teachers that surround Movement 
Research. That faculty has made a lot of the creative work that’s been inspiring to me. 

—John Jasperse, Movement Research Faculty  
in DanceSpirit Magazine, July/August 2009 
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30TH ANNIVERSARY GALA  
 
On June 2, 2009, Honorary Co-Chairs Sam Miller and Carla Peterson and the Board of Directors hosted 
Movement Research’s 30 th Anniversary Gala , honoring Molly Davies  and Steve Paxton  at Judson 
Memorial Church. The evening featured cocktails, dinner, performances by John Jasperse, Juliette Mapp, 
and Ralph Lemon, and a screening of an excerpt from the documentary film Movement Research: The 
Progress of Process, produced by Will Rawls and directed and edited by Kyle Wilamowski. 
 

 
                           Molly Davies and Steve Paxton by Alex Escalante 

HONORARY COMMITTEE 
 
Wendell Beavers 
Rebecca Blunk 
Jonah Bokaer 
Veronique Brossier* 
Trisha Brown & Burt Barr 
Barbara Bryan* 
Wally Carona & Ain  

Gordon 
Trevor Carlson 
Yoshiko Chuma 
Emily Carson Coates 
Jennifer Wright Cook 
Sage & John Cowles 
Merce Cunningham 
Mary Lou D’Auray* 
Penelope Dannenberg 
Jacqueline Z. Davis 
Anne Dennin 
Barbara Dilley 
David Dorfman 
Douglas Dunn 
Cathy Edwards* 
P. Shane Elenbaas 
William Forsythe 
Simone Forti 

Boo Froebel* 
Vallejo Gantner 
Levi Gonzalez* 
Jennifer Goodale & Mark  

Russell 
Beth Goren 
Neil Greenberg 
Peter & Whitney Hansen 
Trajal Harrell 
Deborah Hay 
Cynthia Hedstrom 
Ishmael Houston-Jones 
Judy Hussie-Taylor 
David Hurwith 
Mark Jarecke 
John Jasperse 
Bill T. Jones & Bjorn  

Amelan 
Caroline & Rod Keating 
koosil-ja 
Phyllis Lamhut 
Ralph Lemon 
Daniel Lepkoff 
Nita Little 
Juliette Mapp 

Alejandra Martorell 
Yvonne Meier 
Joseph V. Melillo 
Elizabeth & Richard  

Meryman 
Sarah Michelson 
Bebe Miller 
Jennifer Miller 
Virginia & Timothy  

Millhiser 
Meredith Monk 
Jennifer Monson 
Polly Motley 
Julie Atlas Muz 
Jeremy Nelson 
Lisa Nelson 
Tere O’Connor 
Mary Overlie 
Nicky Paraiso 
Bénédicte Pesle 
Carla Peterson* 
Stephen Petronio 
Tricia Pierson 
Yvonne Rainer 
Jean Rigg 

Shelley Senter 
Caty Shannon 
Janice Shapiro* 
Linda Shelton 
Karen Sherman 
Motoe Shiratori & Leonard  

Langman 
Debra Singer 
Janet Stapleton 
Nancy Stark Smith 
Steve Staso* 
Linda Stein & Paul Vidich 
Pat Steir 
Christina Svane 
Michou Szabo 
Morgan Thorson 
Donna Uchizono 
Laurie Uprichard 
Marin Wechsler 
Jay Wegman 
Cathy Weis 
Micki Wesson 
Guy Yarden* 
Yasuko Yokoshi* 
Liz Young & Paul O’Neil 
*Denotes Board Members 
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�
 
 

 
                                    Yvonne Meier and Jennifer Monson by Ian W. Douglas 
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FISCAL YEAR 2009 FINANCES & ORGANIZATIONAL OUTLOOK  
 
In FY07, Movement Research published a three-year Strategic Plan for FY08-FY10. The plan, created 
through discussions among the organization’s staff, board and artist community, maps priorities and goals 
tied directly to action items.  At the close of FY09, clear and measurable progress has been made in a 
number of areas outlined in the plan. 
 
Movement Research has been experiencing a strong growing trend since FY05 (income $270,949) 
through FY09 (income $460,707). The organization experienced a small deficit in FY09 (- $283), due 
primarily to the economic downturn, which impacted the organization eight months into the fiscal year.  
Although the organization was responsive to this sudden shift, reductions could not be put in place until 
FY10, due to prior commitments based on a more optimistic outlook in early FY09. 
 
In FY10, the operating budget is expected to decrease by approximately 6% from FY09 levels. This 
decrease is due to an anticipated decline in Contributed Income from Individual sources (projected at 
25%), Advertising Income (projected at 50%) and Tuition (projected at 20%) due to decrease in class and 
workshop registration. As a result Movement Research has planned strategic actions for FY10, including 
scaling back programs and staff hours, with the goal that the programs will return to current levels of 
activity when the economy stabilizes. 
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